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Dear Bob, 

Personal files-type stories are re- 
quired reading every few issues. There 
are just too many characters in this 
book to be able todevelop them and go 
on a mission at the same time. 

For a while there I thought some 
one had the upper hand on ol’ Aman- 
da. I feel like such a fool for even 
Lapaed it. That woman probably 

has something on the Pope. 

Tt looks like both June and Rick 
have cracked up. This team is falling 
apart. I'm betting that when the 
Invasion starts, this team will get off 
their duffs and make a difference. It’s 
already too late to make suggestions 
for it but an army of about 100 super- 
villains would be nice. It would be a 
good and believable way of killing off 
some of'the dead wood villains that 
are running around. I have a feeling 
that if a crowd of people started cheer- 
ing for Digger against the aliens, he 
would like it enough to become a good 
guy full time. Do we really want that 
to happen? 


atone for all the deaths that he feels 
himself. responsible for; but. if the 
Squad is Flag’s last reason for living, 
he’s going to an extreme to keep that 
reason alive. Where that will take 
him, I have no idea. If I've learned 
anything ffom the past twenty issues, 
it's that Ostrander delivers. The 


like Tolliver does not rate execution. 

Special thanks to Messers. Mc- 
Donnell, Kesel and especially Gafford 
for a superb rendition of Nightshade, 
the new most beautiful woman in 
comics. Even out of uniform, she stole 
issue #21 for me. 


Dear Bob, John, etc., 

Well, it seems things have really hit 
the fan this time. Flaghas gone offthe 
deep end, June is crazy and, worst of 
all, somebody is hurling cream pies all 
over Belle Reve. This is serious stuff. 

Seriously, though, issue #21 was 
interesting as a set-up for next issue. 
Now that Tolliver's dead, the Squad 
has only one thing to worry about: 
Cray. But Flag’s gunning for him, 
and Deadshot will be gunning for 
Flag. Sounds like an interesting issue 


coming up. 

What about the press release lying 
open on Tolliver’s desk? Will whoever 
finds Tolliver find it and release it? 
‘Then what will the Squad do? I'm 
eager to find out. 

Something has to be done about 

June Moone. When she was Enchan- 
tress, she had an interesting angle to 
her character. Now she’s boring, and 
it looks like she’s going to be psyched 
out for a while. Do her a favor and 
have her quit, or, heaven forbid, kill 
her. Or, you can make her interesting 
again. That would be your best bet. 
But do something. 
T'm glad Nightshade was in a large 
part of this issue, as she is by far my 
favorite character in this book. Of 
course, her being shot will probably 
keep her out of the book for a little bit, 
but the situation that is unfolding is 
keeping me interested anyway. Still, 
I'll put.in my request for more Night- 
shade, as she hasn't been featured 
prominently since issue #15. 

Speaking of Nightshade’s being 
shot, I'm glad to see more bloodshed 
in this book. Not that I love to see 
rivers of blood or anything, but this 
cast of characters is noted for 
violence, and there has been very little 
since Deadshot’s leave of absence. So 
it was nice to see some. 

T agree with Mr. Rose and Mr. Rug- 
hare. For a group that calls itself the 
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Suicide Squad and takes suicidal 
death in the team. It’s getting to be 
like Star Trek used to be: if there is a 
guest star, you have to wonder if 
he/she will die. But you don't have to 
worry about the regular cast. That 
will change next issue when Dead- 
shot kills Flag (we can hope). 

I can't say anything about the art 
except two words: realistic, gritty, and 
fabulous (okay, three words). Night- 
shade is as beautiful as ever. Every- 
body really benefits from Luke's 
work. 


Dear Bob, 

With the pace slowed down and the 
sub-plots seething and boiling, hum- 
ming to a deafening degree, the lid 
finally explodes off the cauldron with 
SUICIDE SQUAD #21. It appears 
everything we've longed for and been 
built up to is finally about to see 
fruition. 

The core members are scattered and 
dissented, with Nightshade injured, 
Deadshot off on personal matters, 
‘and Flag over the edge. As their cover 
appears to finally be revealed, one 
wonders how the new administration 
will handle the effects. Will the 
government continue to sanction 
their activities, or will the team be 
turned loose? 

‘A good story keeps readers guess- 
ing, and this is precisely what this 
book is doing. I'm pleased to see the 
Washington games and intrigue 
issues finally explored, and Icontinue 
to look forward to the next chapter. 

Mark Lucas 
66 Cleary Court #902 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

If you think we've been dancing 
around Washington, Mark, you ain't 
seen nothin’ yet. In just two months 
we kick off something called THE 
JANUS DIRECTIVE. What is it? 
Heh, heh. Let's just say that it 
involves Checkmate, Suicide Squad, 
Project Peacemaker, The Atom Proj- 
ect, the CBI, end a few friends and 
foes. Oh yeah, it’s all alsoeleven parts 
over eight weeks. 


tings Squaders, 

SUICIDE SQUAD (along with 
FIRESTORM and Grimjack—a tip of 
the hat to John O.) continues to be one 
of the comics I most recommend to 
friends to read. After nearly two 
years, that’s an item to be proud of. 
While comics like the JLI, birthed at 
about the same time as the Squad, 
after LEGENDS, have stagnated into 
cesspools of mediocrity and repeti- 
tion, the Squad continues to intro- 
duce new characters, plotlines, and 
action, making it one of the most 
eclectic comics around. 

SS #21 was no exception. John 
seems to havea knack for taking what 
are essentially “a day in the life” 
stories and turning them into some 
thing both enjoyable to read and 
significant to the plot of the ongoing 
‘Stories. “Rogues” was fun. I really 
enjoy Waller's interactions with her 
family. I hope this angle to her char- 
acter is continued. Interpersonal 
relations between Squad members are 
always” enjoyable, especially ones 
involving Nightshade (one of my 
favorite characters), who seems to 
have a lot going on around her. 

of Nightshade, two 
suggestions: first, since I suspect Flag 
is going:to die next issue, I'd suggest 
Nightshade become mission leader. 
Despite her problems, she seems to 
have more of ahandle on her lifethan 
anyone else in Belle Reve (except th the 
Wall; of course). Second, since she’s 
continuing her “relationship” with 
Captain Atom, maybe he should turn. 
tap once or twice in SS? I don't mean a 
Cal (1 hate ‘em), but a guest 
sl 


Boomerang continues to be funny— 
I'm amazed that the joke hasn't got- 
ten old yet. 

Regarding Duchess: she's a good 
character, and I hope she doesn't dis- 
‘appear when her storyline ends. Then 
again, having characters come and go 

‘t just a hallmark of this title, buta 
k of John Ostrander. He 
sheolataly refuses to let things get. 


Bes doce praise to John; Luke 
McDonnell’s art has definitely i 
proved during his tenure on this title. I 
had had problems withhis renditions 
‘of women’s faces—they always look- 
ed forced—but all his characters have 
improved. He has the same wonder- 
fal feel’ for layout and movement. 
Geez, I don't know what else to say, 
except ‘that Karl Kesel’s the ideal 
inker for him and 1 sez “Welcome 
back!” (does this mean we get a Hawk 
& Dove guest shot?). 

I don’t suppose you could do a story 
set in New Orleans, and perhaps 
somewhere other than the French 
Quarter? I mean, there's Audubon Zoo 
(where Cat People was filmed), 
Tulane University, the riverfront, 


City Park, art galleries galore—there 
has to be some material for stories in 
as, and Belle Reve is right around 


shopping at Jax Brewery when some- 


thing bad happens? 
Michael Rawdon 
P.O. Box 3916 
64 Newcomb Place 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
Yes, we're very glad to have Kari 
back but don't expect to see Hawk or 


and Karl Kesel, and coming this 


spring! 
Whenever we get back to the Loa, I 

suspect we'll do more in New Orleans 

proper, 80 just wait patiently. 


Dear Editor, 
“Rogues” was a typical SUICIDE 


lent. It’s amazing how John can 
capture the individual personalities of 
the Squad and make us actually 
believe in them. John seems more at 
home here than in either FIRE- 
STORM or MANHUNTER. He can 
mix characterization and action in a 
way that few writers can. 

Part of this issue that stands out is 
Eve's attempt to help Rick and June's 
attempt:to help herself. I hope you 
find some way to reactivate the En- 
chantress, She was one of my favorite 


must be losing it. I'm forward 
to his showdown with but I 
boge ae ee ee fies oreo 3 
int 'm on 
posses ed meray apr op 
die, I hope you 

N the new leader. He deserves 
it, 


work on HAWK & DOVE was great. 
Steve Bedard 

61 Chestnut'Street _ 

‘St. Catherine's, Ontario 
Karl actually contributes ideas all 
the time, through lengthy 


letters John calls “Kesel epistles.” In 
fact, the resolution ‘to the cream pie * 
stunt was dreamed up by Karl.’ 


Dear John, Bob, Luke, and Karl, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #21 was really 
well done! I loved it. Waller taking on 
Derek was really . 1 hiked 
watching him squirm after she had 
him “Checkmated.” Just beautiful. 

It was beautiful, that is, until that 
idiot Flag screwed everything up. 
He's really. gone off the deep end this 
time. I can't waitto find out how it all 


turns out. Deadshot vs. Flag next 
issue will certainly be classic. All in 
all, a typically great issue. 

And thank heaven Karl Kesel's 
back on the book. I've missed him. 

Td like to say a few things now 
about the Bonus Book. One thing I'd 
like to say is that I'm not sure whoitis 
I write to express my opinion. But you 
guys will do fine, because, I assume, 

yu have a say as to what the Bonus 
Book will eventually be. 

Anyway, I thought it was great. 
Most of these books are usually 
played for laughs and when I came 
across this one I shuddered to think 
about what horribly unfunny things 
you'd put Bronze Tiger through. Iwas 
pleasantly surprised. The story was 
truly worthy of Ben’s talents and the 
Suicide Squad name. Peter Krause is 
an artist to look for in the future, 
that’s for sure. And Larry Ganem’s 
story was exciting, action-packed, 
and just witty enough for Ben Turner 
to shine ... “I think my standing just 
dropped to number four.” Just great. 


Morrison, 
Scott Hanna. It's.a very new DPanda 
very different book. 

Until next time, drop mea line and 


keep smiling! 
Leen AS sie Bol Greeberger} 


Bob Greenberger 


